
SHOPPING ARCADE FOR HIGH STREET?

Square House Demolition?

C.T. Friday, February 19, 1954

A MODERN shopping block with a 
central arcade and offices over, may 
eventually replace what many consider to 
be an eyesore at the Priory end of 
Christchurch High Street. 

At Wednesday's meeting of the S.W. 
Area Planning Committee at Lyndhurst, the 
Area Planning Officer (Mr. F. F. Freeth) 
reported that notice of intention to demolish 
No. 1, High Street (Square House) had been 
given by the owners, City and Town 
Buildings, Ltd., Bournemouth.

He said they intended to develop the 
Square House site and three adjacent properties, The C.T. understands the owners have 
already given notice terminating leases to Christchurch Theatre Club and Ross Bros., heating 
engineers. 

The matter came before the Area Committee in the form of a recommendation by 
Christchurch Development Sub-Committee that an Order should be made under the Town and 
Country Planning Act for preservation of the Building.

County Planning Officer, Mr. T. F. Thomson, explained that Square House was already on 
the Housing Ministry's list of buildings of historical and architectural interest, which prevented any 
development without applying to the local planning Authority and the Ministry.

ASK  COMPENSATION.

If a definite Order preserving the building was made, then the owners would have 
reasonable grounds in asking for compensation because they would not be able to develop it in the 
way they wished.

He had recently inspected the building which was occupied by a County Council day 
nursery. It was in a bad state of repair, and showed signs of damp having penetrated 
downwards.

There was an exceptionally good Adam ceiling in one of the front rooms, and two or three 
good Adam fireplaces. From the outside it was rather unattractive, and showed signs of decay, but 
there was no danger of it falling down. 

To make it look attractive as a residence would cost a great deal of money.
"The place has gone downhill a great deal since the days when it was occupied by a 

series of doctors," he added. The building was not in a particularly attractive setting either.
There was a general murmer of agreement when Mr. Thompson continued that Christchurch 

was going to be very short of shopping frontage in the future.

LOT TO BE SAID. 

The firm had bought the premises for the purpose of developing shops, and from a planning 
point of view there was a lot to be said for it. In its present state it is not in keeping with its 
surroundings in a shopping street.



But he warned there might be a public outcry if they allowed demolition, and there 
might be other difficulties — particularly with the Housing Ministry as the building was on 
scheduled list.

After the chairman (Sir George Meyrick)  in reply to a question, had  stated that the 
planning authority could not forcibly put the building into good repair, Mr. T. B. Gibson  remarked 
that the house would gradually fall down if the owners were prevented from carrying out their 
intended development.

On Sir George's suggestion, it was agreed to refer the matter to Christchurch Borough 
Council, to give it the chance of applying for a preservation Order if it was intended to stop the 
shopping development. 

A FINE MANSION ONCE, BUT   NOW JUST―
A Faded Beauty...

BEHIND  the faded facade of  Square  House in the High street is a dilapidated interior which 
is but a shadow of the magnificent residence it must once have been. 

One room still evokes echoes of those elegant Regency days. It bears a magnificent Adam 
ceiling covered with intricate bas-relief designs, and has a fine Adam fireplace on the same motif.

This room, and much else of the interior decoration, is said to have been done between 
1760-80 by the Adam brothers, who  stayed there while building the first Highcliffe Castle.

DOCTORS   LIVED   THERE

One of the most prominent buildings in the borough, it was occupied at one time by Joseph 
Hannaford, who was Mayor in 1832. A number of other prominent citizens lived in the house 
including a succession of doctors —among them the well-known Dr. Hartford.

But the mansion gradually went downhill.  Ironically it took the 1939-45 war to restore 
some of its lost dignity. In the early days the Borough Council met in one of its rooms, when 
the council chamber in the Town Hall was temporarily being used as a dormitory for A.R.P. 
workers. 

Then the house was taken over by the county as a wartime nursery, and the patter  of little 
feet was heard in rooms where gorgeously-clad  exquisites  must once have danced quadrilles and 
The Lancers with fan-fluttering young ladies.

DAY   NURSERY

After the war the county started the day nursery there for children from 18 months to school 
age, which is still operating.

About three years ago Mr. Donovan Lane started a petition for the preservation of the house 
after it had been rumoured that the owners, Montague Burton Ltd., were going to tear it down and 
build a factory or other development there.

But  nothing came of this project, and the building gradually continued its slow 
deterioration until today it is in a condition very few people would care to live in. 

What's YOUR View
The next move is up to Christchurch Borough Council. If the Council applies for a 

preservation order for Square House it will effectively kill the project to build a shopping 
arcade there. But the Borough Council—representing the public—will be influenced by public 
opinion.

The newspaper's view is that it is time the dilapidated Square House and adjacent 
properties were replaced by a modern shopping development in what is after all the town's 
main shopping street.



What is YOUR view? We ask readers to indicate their preferences with an "X" on the 
ballot form below and send or post it to the Christchurch Times, 8, Bridge Street, 
Christchurch. 
I would like the Square House
site preserved as it is ......
I would prefer a modern shopping development there......
Signature............
(not for publication) 

Square House
MAJORITY WANT DEMOLITION

Public opinion in Christchurch is heavily in favour of the demolition of Square House in the 
High Street, and its replacement by a modern shopping development as planned by the new 
owners, City and Town Buildings, Ltd. (Bournemouth).
Results of the ballot conducted by the C.T. were:— 
Want shopping development         73 per cent. 
Want Square House preserved      27 per cent.
These figures tally closely with a personal "Gallup Poll" conducted by a C.T. reporter who 
stood outside Square House and asked the first 50 passers-by for their opinions. Expressed as 
percentages the figures were:—
Want shopping development 72
Want Square House preserved     16
Don't know                            12
The proposed development has aroused great interest and controversy, and among the many 
letters received was one from a Cardiff reader who knows Square House well and wants it 
preserved.
Another reader, who wishes to remain anonymous, has sent the Editor a cheque for £5 to used 
for  any fund started for the preservation of Square House. The C.T. is not sponsoring or 
organising such a fund, but any monies received will be handed over to an appropriate 
committee if formed. 

Georgian mansion in Christchurch High-street, received its last Early next year this historic 
building is to be demolished to make way for a block of modern shops. The mansion, once a 
magnificent residence, has gradually deteriorated and now some describe its faded facade as 
an "eyesore."

One room which had a steady flow of visitors throughout the day was the drawing room, 
now completely bare of any furnishings.

Its magnificent ceiling is a fine example of  the work of the famous Adam brothers. It is 
believed to have been  done between 1760-80 when the brothers were staying there while  building 
the first Highcliffe Castle.

The Adam fireplace, doors and windows in the room have a similar bas-relief  design to 
that of  the ceiling.

MUSEUM PLAN 

Visitors may not have been taking their final glimpses of this interior. It is planned to 
reconstruct the room in the proposed wing extension to the Red House Museum.

Curator of the museum, Mr. J. H. Lavender, told Bournemouth Times that they had  until 
the end of the month to remove what they wanted.

The fire place and fittings presented no problems, but to remove the ceiling as a whole 
would cost £500.



A Square House Preservation Appeal Fund has been launched to meet the cost, but if it fails, 
casts will be taken to enable a similar ceiling to be constructed.
● Although listed as a house of historic interest under the Town and Country Planning Act (1947), 
the fate of Square House is sealed. To preserve a building under the Act the local authority has to 
pay compensation to the owners. At a meeting of Christchurch Council on July 28, 1954, it was 
agreed not to preserve the building. 

Demolition Nears For Square House ?
C.T. March 4, 1955

SQUARE House, Christchurch's 
historic  Georgian  mansion at the 
Priory end of the High Street, may 
soon face demolition as a result of a 
County Council decision this week. 

The County Council has been 
given notice to quit the building, where 
the County day nursery has been situated 
since the early war years, by June 24th. 
As a result they decided, on Monday, to 

ask the Minister of Health to approve closing the nursery and replace it 
with a child  minders' scheme.

Questioned as to the future of Square House this week, a spokesman 
for the owners (City and Town Buildings Ltd., Bournemouth) said he was 
unable to make a statement at present.

Last July it was reported to the Borough Council that the building was 
to be demolished to make way for a shopping development. The 
Corporation, however, would be allowed to remove free any portion of 
the building considered worthy of preservation. The Council approved an 
offer by the owners to allow them to take off a corner of  Wick Lane to be 
widened to 30 feet― all without charge. 

IN CHARACTER

The company promised to co-operate with the Council to meet every reasonable wish in the 
development of property and to make every endeavour to conform to the character of Christchurch 
in the construction of building fronting the High Street.

A Health committee report, presented at the County Council meeting this week, stated the 
committee considered as the number of ''priority'' cases attending the Christchurch day nursery was 
small, a daily minding scheme should be introduced.

A County official told the C.T. that the Council felt there was no justification of its 
continuing a day nursery in the town. The Council would probably maintain a list of registered 
daily minders and would put parents, who wanted their children looked after during the day, in 
touch with them.

Another official stated few people used the facilities at Square House  today, probably less 
than 20, and that there were only about five or seven that could be classed as "priority" cases. He 
added child minders would be advertised for and their homes would be visited by the County 
Health Visitor, who, if satisfied would agree to the particular applicant being accepted. 


